The first presentation of the new travelling exhibition

“Don’t Lose Faith in Mankind…

The Protectorate Through the Eyes of Jewish Children”
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Eyes of Jewish Children
Accompanied by the
Tribute to the Child Holocaust Victims exhibition as part of the Neighbours Who Disappeared project
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Carolinum Cloister (Křížová chodba Karolina), Uhelný trh 3, Prague 1

May 23 – June 18, 2006

Private view on May 22, 2006 at 5 p.m.

	Education and Culture Centre of the Jewish Museum in Prague


One of the main goals of the Jewish Museum in Prague (JMP) is to inform the general public about Jewish history, culture, traditions and customs, particularly in Bohemia and Moravia, and to contribute to creating an atmosphere of tolerance in society. This is why the Education and Culture Centre (ECC) of the Jewish Museum in Prague was founded.

The Education and Culture Centre of the Jewish Museum in Prague was started in August 1996 on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the founding of the Museum. On the basis of a decision by the Czech Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of July 22, 1996, the Centre was included within the framework of educational facilities for the further education of pedagogical employees. When preparing its programmes, it works closely with leading university specialists, historians, Judaists and writers, as well as with cultural and educational institutions such as the Terezín Memorial, Charles University in Prague, Palacky University in  Olomouc, Masaryk University in Brno, the National Institute for Further Education, the United Nations Information Centre, AISIS, the Institute of the Terezín Initiative, Prague City Library, the Černovice Memorial, the Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research, the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, the Imperial War Museum in London, and Jewish communities and museums in the Czech Republic.

The Centre organizes educational programmes, lectures, workshops and series not only for Jewish and non-Jewish pupils, students, teachers and researchers, but also for the general public. These include evening cultural programmes, talks, concerts, discussions with authors and exhibitions. The Centre has technically equipped lecture halls (with a seating capacity of 45-70) and a 20 seat capacity workshop with facilities. The Centre also has public computer workstations with Internet access, a reference library and reading room with video and audio materials. 

The Centre is situated in the very heart of the former ghetto and overlooks the Jewish Town Hall and the Old Jewish Cemetery.

	Travelling exhibition of the Education and Culture Centre

“Don’t Lose Faith in Mankind… The Protectorate Through the Eyes of Jewish Children”


Carolinum Cloister (Křížová chodba Karolina), Ovocný trh 3, Prague 1 

The exhibition runs from May 23, 2006 until June 18, 2006. 

Open daily 10 a.m. – 6. p.m., except Mondays

Entrance fee: 20,- Kč; for school groups – 10,- Kč 

Exhibition curator: Marie Zahradníková (marie.zahr@jewishmuseum.cz)

The topic of the Holocaust has frequently appeared in public discourse in recent years. It has been the focus of many books and documentaries, and has been included in the school curriculum and in the Ministry of Education’s new general educational programme. In addition, ongoing projects have focused on searching for neighbours who disappeared during the Second World War from towns and communities where their ancestors had lived for centuries. The 1990s represented a kind of psychological turn for those who had experienced the horrors of the Holocaust in person: some of them began to reminisce about these events, gave testimonies and took part in school meetings with one purpose in mind – to ensure that the Holocaust is remembered and that it is never repeated. The current relevance of this topic is underlined by recent efforts by Holocaust deniers who, in the autumn of 2005, began distributing to Czech schools a pamphlet that denies the Holocaust and the existence of gas chambers.

The aim of the new travelling exhibition is to introduce elementary and high school pupils and students to the Jewish minority that lived in the Czech lands before the outbreak of the Second World War, and to familiarize them with the difficult topic of the Holocaust. The exhibition shows various aspects of the life of Jews in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia from the perspective of the young people of the day. The accompanying programmes and materials will enable young people to actively learn about the relevant issues. The entire project may be incorporated into school classes in history, social science, art and aesthetics. It also covers several cross-sectional topics as defined by the general educational programme for elementary and high schools (in particular, “Multicultural Education” and “Education for the Democratic Citizen”). 

Exhibition concept:  The exhibition comprises 20 display panels and focuses on the specific fate of individual Jewish children and families. The exhibition concept is based on the assumption that describing the stories of individual persons is of far greater benefit for an understanding of the past than simply listing facts, numbers and dates. 

In order to actually convey the subject-matter through the eyes of children, use has been made of authentic materials, many of which were made by children themselves: diary excerpts, letters, children’s drawings from Terezín, children’s magazines, photographs of children, newspapers of the day, and other pictorial and printed documents. Testimonies from contemporaries will enable pupils and students to better empathize with the events of the 1930s, the Second World War and, in particular, the situation of the persecuted Jewish minority.

The first display panel will draw young visitors into the story of six students from the 1930s, who are depicted not as wretched, destiny-stricken Jews but as completely ordinary children who lived happy lives with their families and friends before the war. On other panels, the fate of the children and their families during the war is developed against the backdrop of wartime events. These “children” have been chosen as their stories cover a whole range of events and give a comprehensive picture of the situation of the Jews during the war (they include, for example, a hidden child, one of “Winton’s Children” and a child of half-Jewish descent). In the accompanying programme, participants will focus on the exhibition in groups, each following a certain child’s fate and then comparing their stories. Working separately in this way will help pupils and students understand that the war and the Holocaust process are not only historical facts but also involve the stories of individual people. Young people will no longer see these events in black and white and will realize that people like themselves were both victims and instigators, as opposed to it being a matter of abstract, impersonal history.

The exhibition does not close with the end of the war, for it also reflects upon the post-war lives of Jews, their return either from concentration camps or from abroad. The last display panel is devoted to the post-war and current lives of the six “children” featured. 

This project also includes an interactive website with more information about the events and people featured in the exhibition, as well as downloadable documents from the archive of the Jewish Museum in Prague. 

In addition to the exhibition, there will be daily screenings of documentaries at the exhibition venue and several meetings with Holocaust survivors and eyewitnesses – the children who are featured in the exhibition. These meetings will be filmed and archived in digital form for further use. Personal encounters with eyewitnesses, their narratives and the possibility of asking them questions are of great pedagogical importance. In addition, they provide a link between the past and the present and add to the project’s current relevance. At the same time, it should be noted that the eyewitnesses are aging and that this is one of the last possibilities for young people, among others, to meet them in person.

For more information, see www.neztratitviru.net
This exhibition has received financial support from the Czech Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports, the Czech State Culture Fund and the Czech Ministry of Culture
The exhibition opens at Carolinum Cloister (Křížová chodba Karolina) in Prague on May 22, 2006. The Holocaust survivors and eyewitnesses featured in the exhibition will be in attendance. The opening speech will be given by the Czech Minister of Education, Petra Buzková.

	Interview with Marie Zahradníková, curator of the exhibition “Don’t Lose Faith in Mankind…”


· Who is this exhibition intended for?

The exhibition is intended mainly for schools, particularly for 7th, 8th and 9th grades of elementary schools and for high schools but also, of course, for the general public. The focus of the Jewish Museum in Prague’s Education and Culture Centre, however, is mainly on schools.

· What was the motivation behind the exhibition?

The approach towards teaching about the Holocaust has changed in the Czech Republic since the 1990s. From my five-year experience as a lecturer at the Education and Culture Centre, I know that there is increasing awareness of the fact that a Jewish minority existed in this country. The schoolchildren of today, particularly high school students, have increasingly extensive knowledge about the events of the Second World War, and the Holocaust is generally no longer an unknown word to them. On the other hand, however, it is true that merely knowing the meaning of the word does not mean that they can imagine what lies behind this term. There are still things to be done in this field. When putting together this exhibition, the main assumption was that we could enable viewers to better understand what happened in Czechoslovakia from the end of the 1930s onwards by highlighting the fate of specific children on the basis of photographs, diaries and period documents.

·  Why this topic in particular?

I am certainly not the only one to do believe that this topic is of permanent relevance. Particularly because the Holocaust is a unique event which is still hard to understand, and because it is necessary to continually seek possible explanations as to where democracy and the system of the day failed – in short, how such a thing could occur in the civilized world. Another reason is that those who witnessed what happened are still alive but, unfortunately, are aging, which means that it is high time to record their testimonies. In addition, it is a way of paying the debt due to the past: this topic was hardly ever discussed in Communist Czechoslovakia, and to this day many non-Jewish witnesses, as well as their descendants, have a certain distance from this topic and even have reservations about why this topic should be talked about, and why should we keep returning to the past. Last but not least, the alarming efforts of Holocaust deniers are reasons enough to address this topic.

· How did you chose the children that are featured in the exhibition?

Our goal was to focus on the widest range of stories, which is why we also chose children of partial Jewish descent – all of whom, however, were affected by anti-Jewish measures. Their fate was typically diverse: one child died at the age of 15 in Auschwitz, another was deported to Terezín at the beginning of 1945 – the difference in age between them – almost six years – played a role here. We also chose “Winton’s Children”, who survived the war in England thanks to the foresight of their parents who later perished in Auschwitz. Among others, there is also a boy and a girl who survived Auschwitz and the death marches.

· Is it only an exhibition or will there be other related programmes?

For practical reasons, it has been conceived as a travelling panel-based exhibition. This is so that it can be better transported and installed in schools, museums and other cultural facilities, and so that the installation and space requirements are not so demanding. We are drawing on our previous experience and on the valuable experience of our colleagues abroad, particularly the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam. 

In the Carolinum hall, the exhibition will also include a number of three-dimensional objects and authentic documents in display cases. There will also be daily screenings of documentaries on the Holocaust. Most importantly, there will be meetings with eyewitnesses – the children featured in the exhibition – some of whom will be coming from abroad (Israel, USA and Canada). 

· How has your previous experience been reflected in putting together this exhibition?

The Neighbours Who Disappeared project has been very inspiring. In this project, groups and individuals in schools are called upon to conduct research into the fate of their former Jewish neighbours – inhabitants of towns and communities who literally vanished during the Second World War. The second phase of the Neighbours Who Disappeared project, entitled Tribute to the Child Holocaust Victims was officially announced last year. As part of this phase of the project, students and pupils put together memorial plaques in commemoration of Jewish pupils of the same schools who were prohibitted from attending classes at the beginning of the 1941/42 school year – most of whom perished during the war. We have been able to draw upon the information obtained in this project when putting together the exhibition “Don’t Lose Faith in Mankind…” The exhibition is intended to serve mainly as the first source of information about this topic for schools and later as a means of motivation for becoming involved in any of the ongoing related projects, such as Neighbours Who Disappeared and Nicolas Winton – Lottery of Life. 

· What do you see as the main merits of the exhibition?

As follows from the title of the exhibition, we have sought to focus on daily life in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and on the anti-Jewish regulations and prohibitions as seen through the eyes of children. The exhibition material is conveyed through the experiences of children of the day; personal experiences are presented on a small scale and placed in a historical context. The exhibition has also been conceived with various types of visitor in mind: some prefer to acquire information through images, some take in and remember things through stories, others prioritize facts.

· What else are you preparing?

As a follow-up to the exhibition, the project’s interactive website will be gradually supplemented. The key goals of the website are to create a modern, attractive website that pupils and students will enjoy using, and to provide students and teachers with material that can be downloaded for use in class; it has been confirmed that teachers would genuinely appreciate this. Considering that virtual forms of exhibitions are now becoming a trend in modern pedagogy and exhibition  organization, the third objective is to capitalize on the lack of similar websites in the Czech Republic;. 

· What interested you most when putting together this exhibition?

Finding out more about aspects of daily life in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and realizing that life went on as normal, but not for those who were marked out as Jews. What I find most appalling is the existence of two parallel worlds that suddenly came into being through violence. As the painter Chava Pressburger – the sister of Petr Ginz, a child who died during the war – told me: “Everything seems to work as before. The freedom of Jews is being restricted only gradually.” 

For me, the greatest thing about the exhibition was being able to meet eyewitnesses and survivors in person.

	The story of Růženka Friedová-Blechová, born in Prague on January 26, 1934 



My dad came from a large Jewish family that had lived in Prague for several generations and was fully integrated into the wider society. My granddad still wore traditional clothes and observed the old customs, but he also kept up with the times. 


My early childhood was spent in complete contentment: I had kind parents, lots of toys and everything that a young child could wish for. I went to the local kindergarten with our neighbours’ children, and no distinctions were made between us, so I had a lot of friends and I really looked forward to going to the “big” school. I was always keen to read everything.


But all that changed. In 1940, Jewish children were prohibited from attending state schools, so the only available option was to go to the Jewish school in Jáchymova Street in Prague 1. As a six-year-old, I could not understand why I was not able to go to the first grade together with the other children that I knew from kindergarten.


In 1941, Jewish children were prohibited from receiving any kind of education. From that time on, everything was different from what I had imagined and wished for. We learned together in small groups and met in apartments (in what were known as ‘apartment schools’).


Our teachers risked arrest and deportation to concentration camps, because Jews were not allowed to meet in groups of more than two; a single informer could destroy the lives of the teachers and the children. This never happened in my case, but we were always afraid of being discovered. The lessons were interesting and, besides, it was the only change and the only possibility to meet with other children. Anyway, sooner or later, the door was sealed and no-one came to open it for us. That was a sign that some of the teachers had been called up for deportation. Not even all the children came at such a time – some were deported with their parents. My friends gradually disappeared and I never saw them again. 


At the very beginning of 1945, me and my father were put on one of the last transports and taken to Terezín. All my relatives – aunts, uncles and sisters – had been deported much earlier and had been sent from Terezín to other concentration camps; they did not survive the war. I never found out where they perished – perhaps in the gas chambers of Auschwitz. 

At the time we came to Terezín, the Nazis were no longer able to take the prisoners away, because the armies of the anti-Hitler coalition were moving forward very quickly and were liberating the concentration camps. 

In Terezín, I was billeted first in the barracks together with women, and later in the so-called children’s home. This was a former school, which was a great improvement for us children: we were in a children’s collective and were able to sing or recite poems that we knew. We could share our opinions and wishes and we had great teachers who understood us. 

When Terezín was liberated in May 1945, I returned home with my father. Although he was seriously ill, we were happy that the war was over and I was convinced that I had left all my worries behind and that only good things awaited me. I was a lanky, thin 11-year-old girl – no longer a child but not yet an adult. 

I started the fifth grade of elementary school, which was within my age group, and I soon realized that things were not going to be simple. My knowledge was completely inadequate, so I had to catch up on the basics of all the subjects. 

When I had just about made up for my lack of schooling and was on a level with the others, I found out that I was ill. I had caught tuberculosis in Terezín and it struck in 1946. This meant that I had to stay in a lung sanatorium for many months. After returning to Prague, I did not find any of my former Jewish friends who had survived the war, as they had already emigrated to Israel with their parents.

Back at school I was one of the weakest pupils again, but my fellow pupils and teachers helped me a lot, so I was later able to continue my studies at high school and to get a school-leaving examination certificate.

Everything was then as it was supposed to be and as I had hoped for: I became employed, got married and took a correspondence course. I have three children, who are now adults, and two grandchildren. I think I have hade a good life – except for my devastated childhood during the war and the fact that the destruction of my whole family is always on my mind, and my memories still hurt.

	“Neighbours Who Disappeared” and “Tribute to the Child Holocaust Victims” projects



The Neighbours Who Disappeared project calls upon young people to search for people who disappeared  from their neighbourhoods during the Second World War. The project provides a methodology for studying the Holocaust period within the school curriculum at all educational levels (in particular, elementary, secondary, high and vocational schools) in accordance with the Czech Ministry of Education’s general educational programme. In addition, it is an appeal to meet with the last generation of eyewitnesses of the Holocaust and, in particular, to search for victims of the Holocaust. The results of the first phase of the project included an exhibition (featuring 12 display panels), a collection of papers and methodological publication. The results of the second phase (from 2003) were mostly local – including exhibitions, a website, brochures, collections of papers and video documentation.

Tribute to the Child Holocaust Victims


This is the second phase of the Neighbours Who Disappeared project. As part of this project, independent research is conducted by individual schools. Emphasis is on the fate of Jewish pupils and students of a particular school attended by the pupils and students of today. Part of the students’ research involves putting together a memorial poster at the school. A digital copy of this poster is included in the original group exhibition with the aim of presenting the students’ work (where possible by the students themselves) at a local, national and international level. In 2005, the exhibition comprised 7 panels, but more panels are being put together. The civic association Zapomenutí / The Forgotten Ones may help to finance the printing of this poster, provided that the school in question has registered with the project several months in advance. As regards project financing, the town, municipality, region or school in question usually pays for the printing of accompanying brochures or arranges for the translation of materials, while the Education and Culture Centre pays for the printing of large-scale posters, exhibition catalogues and exhibitions, etc.

Priority is given to those schools which have materials of sufficient technical quality in accordance with the assignment of this phase of the project, and which will separately prepare the graphic design on the basis of several-month research. 

Schools may apply to become involved in the project by completing an application form that is available at www.zmizeli-sousede.cz and sending it to the email address mentioned below. Other output – such as websites and audio or video documentation by students, etc – is also welcome.


The texts of both exhibitions, comprising 19 display panels, have been translated into English. From the spring of 2006, the work of Czech pupils and students will be presented abroad.


In addition to recalling the recent history of neighbourhoods, this project also enables Czech schools to strengthen their identity by putting together motivational material relating to former classmates who have been forgotten. Local exhibitions make it possible to discover new connections and to bring together various institutions (families, schools, cultural centres, local authorities, libraries, archives and volunteers) and help to strengthen the identity of communities. The group exhibition ensures that the work of students is acknowledged in society and that it reaches an even broader range of the public. 

The first presentation of this project was held under the auspices of the Senate of the Czech Republic and Prague City Hall on June 14, 2005 

At present, the project is being presented in the form of seven display panels in various places across the Czech Republic (České Budějovice, Telč, Plzeň, Litomyšl, Varnsdorf, Chotěboř). Most of the project work is accompanied by brochures. 

For more information:

www.zmizeli-sousede.cz and www.jewishmuseum.cz
Marta Vančurová – o.s. Zapomenutí / The Forgotten Ones, tel. 603 147 074, 

martavan@gmail.com
Marie Zahradníková – Education and Culture Centre of the Jewish Museum in Prague

marie.zahr@jewishmuseum.cz; tel.: 224 814 926, 222 322 935 

	“Daniel Contest”


The installation at Carolinum Cloister Hall will include a small exhibition of award-winning work from the art category of the 3rd national contest Daniel (which was announced by the Czech Ministry of Education’s National Institute of Children and Youth). The winners in the  art, history and literature categories will also be announced.

The awards ceremony will be held on May 23, 2006 from 11 a.m.

	Contact


Education and Culture Centre

Jewish Museum in Prague

Maiselova 15, 110 00, Prague 1

tel. 222 325 172, fax 222 318 856

e-mail: education@jewishmuseum.cz
http://www.jewishmuseum.cz
Marie Zahradníková

Tel.: 224 814 926

Mobile: 608 611 787

e-mail: marie.zahr@jewishmuseum.cz
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